
CANTON HIGH SCHOOL 

Summer Reading Assignments 2021: A School-Wide Reading Project 

Instructions: The assignments below cover the play Twelve Angry Men by Reginald Rose. The attached 
assignments will allow you to receive two (2) grades in your English Classes. You will also receive mini 
projects in your other classes, including Math, Science, History, and Electives. The culmination of your 
summer reading assignment will be a multiple choice assessment. These grades will be a great way to 
jumpstart your GPA in each class. 

Summer Reading Assignments can be found on the Canton Public School website. In addition, there is a 
link to watch the movie and a link to read the play online. 

a) Summer Reading Assignment #1- attached 
b)  Summer Reading Assignment #2- attached 
c) Copy of Play: 
https://fischersoph.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/12-angry-men-script.pdf 
  
d)  Link to Movie: 
 https://archive.org/details/12-angry-men-1997-jack-lemmon-george-c.-scott-hume-cronyn-tony-danza-
crime-drama 

Assignments can be handwritten or typed. If handwritten, please make sure that they are in black ink and 
double-spaced. If typed, please make sure that they are in Times New Roman or Calibri 12 font, and 
double-spaced. Please take the time to read the three-act play and complete BOTH assignments by the 
first week of August 2021. Upon returning to school, your teachers will give you further instructions. 
Thank you and enjoy your summer! 

https://fischersoph.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/12-angry-men-script.pdf
https://archive.org/details/12-angry-men-1997-jack-lemmon-george-c.-scott-hume-cronyn-tony-danza-crime-drama
https://archive.org/details/12-angry-men-1997-jack-lemmon-george-c.-scott-hume-cronyn-tony-danza-crime-drama
https://archive.org/details/12-angry-men-1997-jack-lemmon-george-c.-scott-hume-cronyn-tony-danza-crime-drama


NAME                 PERIOD            DATE    

SUMMER READING 2021- ACTIVITY ONE: 

Twelve Angry Men – Guided Reading Questions- 100 POINTS 

Act One  
1. What are the judge’s instructions to the jurors?  

2. Which juror is particularly anxious to reach a quick decision?  

3. Why is he in a hurry?  

4. Before the first vote is taken, what do you learn about: 

A. The crime –  

B. The defendant –  

5. What’s the result of the first vote?  

6. Which juror seems the least confident of his vote?  

7. How do the jurors react to EIGHT’s statements?  

8. In order to convince EIGHT of the defendant’s guilt, the jurors decide to discuss the facts of the case. How 
does TWO interpret the facts?  

9. How does EIGHT answer TWO’s interpretation?  

10. What is the testimony cited by THREE?  



11. How do the FOREMAN and FOUR support THREE’s statement?  

12. What is the testimony cited by TEN?  

13. What is the testimony cited by SIX?  

14. How does EIGHT counter their statements?  

15. What comments to SEVEN, THREE, and FOUR make about the defendant?  

16. Why does FIVE react as he does?  

17. How does EIGHT describe his reaction to the trial?  

18. How does THREE react to EIGHT’s comments?  

19. Why is the switch-knife an important exhibit in evidence?  

20. What was the defendant’s testimony about the switch-knife?  

21. How do FOUR and EIGHT differ in their interpretation of this testimony?  

22. What is the dramatic climax in Act I?  

23. How do the jurors react to this incident?  

24. What does EIGHT prove by his action?  



25. What does this incident reveal about EIGHT’s motives?  

26. What proposition does EIGHT make to his fellow jurors?  

27. How do you think FOUR, THREE, Five, NINE, and TEN will vote on the second ballot?  

Act Two  

28. How does the result of the second vote create a conflict between juror THREE and jurors FIVE,  ELEVEN,  
and NINE?  

29. What evidence does EIGHT offer to discount the old man’s testimony?  

30. What is the connection between the el train’s noise and the old man’s testimony?  

31. Reread the comments NINE makes about the old man. Are NINE’s comments based on fact or do they 
reflect his personal feelings? Explain.  

32. What is the significance about TEN’s comments that the defendant’s “don’t even speak good English”?  

33. How does this comment affect ELEVEN? FIVE?  

34. Is the comment consistent with TEN’s previous behavior? Explain. 

35. How does EIGHT interpret the result of his timed experiment?  



36. In Act II, THREE contradicts his earlier views? In what ways?  

37.Predict how each will vote now: 
FOREMAN –  
TWO –  
THREE –  
FOUR –  
FIVE –  
SIX –  

SEVEN –  
EIGHT –  
NINE –  
TEN –  
ELEVEN –  
TWELVE –  

Act Three  
38. In the beginning of Act III, the jurors vote for the third time. What is the result of this vote?  

39. Which jurors have changed their minds?  

40. FIVE provides information that discounts an important piece of testimony? What is this?  

41. Is he qualified to speak as an expert? 

42. Is FIVE’s ability to provide this information too coincidental to be believable? Why or why not?  

43. In what way is SEVEN’s willingness to change his vote consistent with his earlier behavior?  

44. Why does ELEVEN question SEVEN so closely?  

45. What is the result of the fourth vote?  

46. How do the other jurors react to TEN’s statements about his true feelings?  

47. Why does FOUR feel that he cannot change his vote?  



48. What significant observation does SIX make at this point?  

49. Do you think that THREE was pressured into agreeing with the majority? Explain.  

50. What does THREE reveal about himself by changing his vote?  

51. Did the jury prove the defendant was not guilty? Give specific evidence to support your answer.  



SUMMER READING 2021- ACTIVITY TWO: 

Twelve Angry Men – ESSAY PROMPTS- 100 POINTS 

LISTED BELOW ARE SEVERAL ESSAY PROMPTS. USING EXAMPLES FROM THE PLAY, WRITE A 1 
1/2-2 PAGE ESSAY THAT ANSWERS ONE OF THE PROMPTS. 

 THE ESSAY MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

-A CLEAR THESIS STATEMENT (3-POINT THESIS) 
-MUST BE DOUBLE-SPACED 
-MUST HAVE AT LEAST FIVE PARAGRAPHS: 
PARAGRAPH #1- INTRODUCTION (NO MORE THAN FOUR SENTENCES);  
PARAGRAPH #2- THESIS POINT #1 & MUST INCLUDE TRANSITION WORDS AND EVIDENCE;  
PARAGRAPH #3- THESIS POINT #2 & MUST INCLUDE TRANSITION WORDS AND EVIDENCE;  
PARAGRAPH #4- THESIS POINT #3 & MUST INCLUDE TRANSITION WORDS AND EVIDENCE;  
PARAGRAPH #5- CLOSING (NO MORE THAN THREE (3) SENTENCES). 

Twelve Angry Men Prompts

I.   Twelve Angry Men highlights the importance of seeing things from more than one perspective.’ 
Discuss. 

II.  Twelve Angry Men is a play about how power can be misused.’ Discuss. 

III. Twelve Angry Men highlights many of the flaws in today justice system. Discuss. 

IV. Twelve Angry Men is less about guilt or innocence than about reasonable doubt. Discuss. 

V. Why is it so difficult for the jury in Twelve Angry Men to reach its final verdict? 

NOTE: ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE READY FOR SUBMISSION THE FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL IN AUGUST 2021.  




